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Europa Programme 2010 with the theme of 
'Cultural Heritage' - Auberge d'Italie

2010
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In 2010 the Central Bank of Malta issued a silver and a gold 
numismatic coin as part of the Europa Programme 2010. 
The coins feature the Auberge d'Italie which is situated in 
Merchants Street Valletta. The Auberge houses the Malta 
Tourism Authority.

The obverse of the coins shows the Emblem of Malta with 
the year of issue 2010. The reverse depicts a detail from 
the façade of Auberge d’Italie, the marble-clad central 
element ornamented by a trophy of martial figures 
supporting the bronze bust of Grand Master Gregorio 
Carafa (1680-1690) with his coat of arms below it.

Type Gold
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Royal Dutch Mint
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 3,000
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Europa Programme 2011 with the theme 
'Explorers' - Phoenician explorers

2011

In 2011 the Central Bank of Malta issued a silver and a gold numismatic coin as part of the Europa 
Programme 2011 ‘Explorers’. A Phoenician oar-driven vessel and the 'Europa Star', which is the 
official logo of the programme, are depicted on the reverse side of the coin. The Phoenicians, an 
ancient nation of seafarers and traders, inhabited a small country on the eastern coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea whose indigenous name was Kanaan. Its two main maritime cities were Sidon 
and Tyre. In their westward voyages in pursuit of new trading opportunities since the second 
millennium B.C., the Phoenicians founded many colonies in the Mediterranean as far west as 
Spain.

The exact date of their settlement in Malta, whose large, sheltered harbour they exploited to great 
commercial advantage, is not known but it is generally accepted that they occupied the Maltese 
Islands around the 8th century B.C.

To this new colony they brought their syllabic alphabet and their religion, with its two chief deities, 
the god Baal and the goddess Astarte.

The most important colony of the Phoenicians was the city of Carthage, on the Tunisian headland 
in North Africa. In the course of time, the Carthaginians supplanted the Phoenicians in the Central 
and Eastern Mediterranean, including in Malta some three centuries later.

Type Gold
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Royal Dutch Mint
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 2,000
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Europa Programme 2012 with the theme 'European 
Artists' - Antonio Sciortino (1879-1947)

2012

In 2012 the Central Bank of Malta issued a silver and a gold numismatic coin as part 
of the Europa Programme 2012 ‘European Artists’ commemorating the renowned 
Maltese sculptor Antonio Sciortino (1879–1947).

Antonio Sciortino studied at the Regio Istituto di Belle Arti in Rome and spent much 
of his life in that city, eventually becoming Director of the British Academy of Arts. He 
was initially influenced by the French sculptor Auguste Rodin, and much of his best 
work reveals this influence.

Sciortino’s favourite medium was bronze, which he used with great sensitivity. The 
coin depicts ‘Les Gavroches’ (street urchins), Sciortino’s 1904 masterpiece inspired 
by Victor Hugo’s 1862 novel ‘Les Misérables’, a book that was still banned by the 
Catholic Church at the time Sciortino completed this bronze statue.

A bozzetto of the statue was presented to Princess Elizabeth in 1951 and still forms 
part of today’s Royal Collection at Buckingham Palace. The bronze statue was 
placed at the Upper Barracca Gardens in Valletta. Following restoration in 2003, it 
was moved to the National Museum of Fine Arts in Valletta and a replica was placed 
in its stead.

Type Gold
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 2,000
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Europa Programme 2013 with the theme 
'European Writers' - Dun Karm Psaila

In 2013 the Central Bank of Malta issued a silver and a gold numismatic coin as part of 
the Europa Programme 2013 ‘European Writers’. The obverse of the coin shows the 
emblem of Malta with the year of issue, 2013. The reverse features a portrait of Dun 
Karm Psaila (1871-1961) engraved by the Maltese artist, Noel Galea Bason.

Dun Karm, a priest, is regarded as Malta’s national poet. He wrote his early poetry in 
Italian, but started writing in Maltese from 1912 onwards, becoming one of the leading 
figures in Maltese literary writing and in the promotion of the Maltese language. In 1921 
Dun Karm wrote the verses of the Innu Malti, the Maltese National Anthem, the 
opening words of which have been incorporated into the coin design.

2013

Type Gold
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 2,000
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The Picciolo

2013

In 2013, the Central Bank of Malta issued a numismatic coin in gold 
commemorating the picciolo. The obverse of the coin shows the emblem 
of Malta with the year of issue 2013. The reverse features a 
representation of a picciolo bearing the coat-of-arms of Grand Master 
Jean de Valette.

The picciolo was a small copper coin minted in Malta during the time of 
the Order of St John. The coin had a diameter of 14 mm and weighed less 
than 1 gram, and normally depicted the arms of the reigning Grand 
Master on one side and the eight-pointed cross of the Order of St John on 
the other side.

Type Gold
Denomination €5
Diameter 11mm
Gross Weight 0.50g
Finesse 0.585
Designer Royal Dutch Mint
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 10,000
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Auberge de Provence

2013
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In 2013, the Central Bank of Malta issued a new numismatic coin depicting the 
Auberge de Provence.

The obverse of the coin shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue, 2013. The 
reverse features the façade of the Auberge de Provence.

The Auberge de Provence was built in the 1570s according to a plan drawn up by the 
renowned Maltese architect Gerolamo Cassar. In the late 17th century, the French 
engineer Mederico Blondel remodelled the Auberge, giving it a more ornate façade. 
In the early 19th century, following the departure of the Knights and the arrival of the 
British in Malta, the Auberge de Provence was used as military accommodation and 
later on as a hotel. In 1826 the upper part of the Auberge was leased to the Malta 
Union Club. The latter extended its lease to  the whole building in 1903 and occupied 
it until 1955, when it was transferred to the Government to house Malta’s National 
Museum. The National Museum became known as the National Museum of 
Archaeology in 1974 and continues to occupy the premises. 

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €15
Diameter 14mm
Gross Weight 1.25g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Belgian Mint
Mintage 2,500
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Europa Programme 2014 with the theme 'European 
Composers' – Maestro Charles Camilleri

2014

In 2014, the Central Bank of Malta issued a new numismatic coin as part of the Europa 
Programme 2014 - 'European Composers'.

The obverse of the coin shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue, 2014. The 
reverse features a portrait of Charles Camilleri (1931-2009) engraved by the Maltese 
artist, Noel Galea Bason.

Charles Camilleri was born on 7 September 1931. He studied music at a very young 
age and in 1947 he wrote his first significant work entitled "The Malta Suite". This 
composition is an example of how Camilleri incorporated Maltese folk song and music 
in many of his works, thereby creating a national music identity for Malta. He lived 
overseas for many years,  wrote and composed in Australia, the United Kingdom, 
Canada and the United States where he composed many of his works. His music, 
which has been published internationally, ranges from the folk music of his early years 
to the later abstract and modernist pieces. He died on 3 January 2009, aged 77. 

Type Gold
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 1,500
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Type Gold

The Zecchino

2014

19

 

In 2014, the Central Bank of Malta issued a numismatic coin in gold depicting the 
zecchino.

The obverse of the coin shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue 2014. 
The reverse depicts a zecchino issued by Phillippe Villiers de l'Isle Adam, the first 
Grand Master to rule over Malta.

The zecchino was a gold coin first minted in Venice in 1284 and derived its name 
from the Venetian mint which was known as the 'zecca'. The coin, which weighed 
3.5 grams, was of almost pure gold content. For more than 500 years the design 
of the coin remained unchanged. It was therefore considered a stable currency 
and was widely accepted as a means of payment. Consequently, many countries, 
especially those in the Mediterranean, adopted and issued gold coins similar to 
the Venetian zecchino. The coin was introduced and minted in Malta by the Order 
of St John. It normally depicted, on one side an image of St John, the patron saint 
of the Order, handing a banner to the kneeling Grand Master; on the other side it 
depicted the figure of Christ holding the Gospel. 

Type Gold
Denomination €5
Diameter 11mm
Gross Weight 0.5g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 10,000
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Auberge d'Aragon

2014

In 2014, the Central Bank of Malta issued two numismatic coins, in gold and in 
silver, depicting the Auberge d'Aragon. This is the fourth in the Central Bank of 
Malta's series of numismatic coins featuring the Auberges of the Knights of St 
John.

The obverse of the coin shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue, 2014. 
The reverse features the façade of the Auberge d'Aragon.

The Auberge d'Aragon was built in the 1570s according to a plan drawn up by 
the Maltese architect Gerolamo Cassar. It is the only one of the Auberges still 
standing as it was originally built in the 16th century. Following the departure of 
the Knights and the arrival of the British in Malta, in the early 19th century, the 
Auberge d'Aragon was used for military administration purposes. Around the 
middle of that century a Doric portico was added to the building to embellish its 
austere façade. With the departure of the British after Malta's Independence in 
1964 the building served as the Office of the Prime Minister until 1972. Since 
then it has become the seat of various government ministries. 

Type Gold
Denomination €15
Diameter 14mm
Gross Weight 1.25g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Belgian Mint
Mintage 1,000



Bush-Gorbachev Malta Summit

2014
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In 2015, the Central Bank of Malta issued numismatic coins in gold and silver com-
memorating the meeting held in Malta in December 1989 between the US President 
George H. W. Bush and the leader of the USSR Mikhail Gorbachev. The coins are 
issued under the Europa Programme with the theme 'the Fall of the Iron Curtain' and 
bear the Europa Star logo.

The reverse of the coin features the U.S. President and the Soviet Leader shaking 
hands, symbolising the new spirit of friendship and cooperation between the two 
superpowers. The Malta Summit effectively signalled the end of the Cold War and later 
brought about the fall of the Iron Curtain. The obverse of the coins shows the coat of 
arms of Malta. 

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.5g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 1,500



Pope John Paul II

2015

Pg 11

In 2015, the Central Bank of Malta will issued a numismatic coin in gold 
commemorating Pope John Paul II on the tenth anniversary of his demise.

The obverse of the coin shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue 2015. The 
reverse depicts a portrait of Pope John Paul II.

Karol Josef Wojtyla was born in Wadowice, Poland on 18 May 1920. He was the 
youngest of three children born to Karol Wojtyla and Emilia Kaczorowska. He was 
ordained priest on 1 November 1946, was appointed Archbishop of Krakow in 1964 
and made Cardinal in June 1967. On 16 October 1978, Cardinal Wojtyla was elected 
Pope. During his Pontificate John Paul II made 104 international apostolic journeys, 
beatified 1,338 persons and canonised 482 saints. Pope John Paul II died on 2 April 
2005 and was raised to sainthood by Pope Francis on 27 April 2014. 

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €5
Diameter 11mm
Gross Weight 0.50g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 5,500



Auberge de Bavière

2015
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In 2015, the Central Bank of Malta issued two numismatic coins, in gold and silver, 
depicting the Auberge de Bavière. This will be the fifth and final in the Bank's series of 
numismatic coins on the auberges of the Knights of St John.

The obverse of the coins shows the emblem of Malta with the year of issue. The 
reverse features the façade of the Auberge de Bavière.

Palazzo Carnerio, known today as the Auberge de Bavière, was built in 1696 by the 
Portuguese knight Gaspare Carnerio. The palace was designed by Carlo Gimach. 
Palazzo Carnerio was purchased for the use of the Anglo-Bavarian Langue, which had 
been set up in 1782 during the rule of Grand Master De Rohan. During the First World 
War the Auberge de Bavière was converted into a hospital. It was later used as a 
school and today it houses the Government Property Department.

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €15
Diameter 14mm
Gross Weight 1.25g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Belgian Mint
Mintage 1,000



One-third farthing

2015
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In 2015, the Central Bank of Malta will be issued a numismatic coin in gold represent-
ing the one-third farthing.

The obverse shows the emblem of Malta and the year of issue 2015. The reverse 
features a representation of the first pattern of one-third farthing used in Malta between 
1827 and 1860. It depicts Britannia seated and holding a trident.

The introduction of British coinage in Malta in 1825 necessitated the introduction of a 
coin equivalent to the grano, which was the smallest denomination used during the 
time of the Order of St John. The first one-third farthing was struck for use in Malta in 
February 1827 at the Royal Mint in England. This coin which was locally known as 
ħabba was no longer minted after 1913 and appears to have gone out of circulation by 
the 1930s. 

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €15
Diameter 11mm
Gross Weight 0.50g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 2,500



Modern 20th century 'Dangerous Sport' - 
Antonio Sciortino

2016
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In 2016, the Central Bank of Malta issued numismatic coins in gold and 
silver celebrating the art of Antonio Sciortino. The coins are issued under 
the Europa Programme with the theme 'modern 20th century' and bear the 
Europa Star logo.

The obverse of the coin features the new face of the Europa Programme 
coins which incorporates the coat of arms of Malta. The reverse of the 
coins carries a representation of Antonio Sciortino's sculpture 'Dangerous 
Sport' which the artist produced in 1937.

Sciortino is arguably Malta's most internationally acclaimed artist. He spent 
most of his working life in Rome where he produced a large number of 
works including 'Dangerous Sport'. Sciortino's concern with capturing 
movement is evident in this artwork, which heralded the style so symbolic 
of the artist's distinctly futurist oeuvre.

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.50g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 1,000



Patakka

2016
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In 2016, the Central Bank of Malta issued a numismatic coin in gold 
representing the copper four tari "patakka".

The obverse shows the emblem of Malta and the year of issue 2016. The 
reverse features a representation of a "patakka" issued by Grand Master 
Jean de Valette and depicts a Maltese Cross.

In 1566, Grand Master Jean de Valette embarked on the building of the 
fortress city of Valletta. As the Great Siege of 1565 had drained the 
Order's treasury, the Grand Master resorted to the minting of thousands 
of fiduciary copper coins to make up for the shortage of gold and silver 
coinage. The thousands of men working on the building of Valletta were 
given their weekly wages in copper. The copper four tari coin, which was 
known by the Maltese as "patakka", circulated at par with Maltese and 
Sicilian silver coinage. This parity became unbalanced after 1636 as a 
result of the minting of an excessive amount of copper coinage. The 
"patakka" and the other copper coinage of the Order remained in use in 
Malta during the early years of British rule. It ceased being legal tender 
on 25 April 1828. 

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €5
Diameter 11mm
Gross Weight 0.50g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 2,500



Argotti Botanical Gardens Conservatory

2017
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In 2017, the Central Bank of Malta issued numismatic coins in gold and silver depicting 
the Argotti Botanical Gardens Conservatory. The coins are issued under the Europa 
Programme with the theme 'the Age of Iron and Glass' and bear the Europa Star logo.

The obverse of the coin features the coat of arms of Malta and the Europa Star logo. 
The reverse of the coin depicts the Argotti Botanical Gardens Conservatory.

This iron and glass structure, which was designed by architect Andrea Vassallo, was a 
novelty for Malta. The conservatory was an aesthetically pleasing structure, but its 
upkeep was very expensive and in 1931 the Government decided to dismantle it.

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.50g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 1,000



The Baptism of Christ

2018
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In 2018, the Central Bank of Malta issued numismatic coins in gold 
and silver depicting 'The Baptism of Christ', a statuary group by 
Giuseppe Mazzuoli (1644-1725). The coins are issued under the 
Europa Programme with the theme 'Baroque and Rococo' and bear 
the Europa Star logo.

The obverse of the coin features the coat of arms of Malta and the 
Europa Star logo. The reverse of the coins depicts the 'Baptism of 
Christ', a monumental white marble sculpture executed in Rome by 
Giuseppe Mazzuoli and installed in the apse of St John's 
Co-Cathedral, Valletta, in 1703.

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.50g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 500



50th Anniversary of the Central Bank of Malta

On 17 April 2018 the Central Bank of Malta celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. To mark 
this important milestone the Bank issued numismatic coins in gold and silver. 

The obverse of the coins features the coat of arms of Malta together with the coins' 
denomination. The reverse of the coins carries a representation of the façade of the 
Bank's newly-built premises, 'Binja Laparelli' located within St James's Counterguard 
in Valletta. The coins also bear a 50th Anniversary logo designed by Michael Grech 
and Daniel Galea of MCAST Arts and Design Institute. Selective gold-plating has been 
used on the silver coins. It is the first time that such a technique has been used on 
Maltese numismatic coins.

The setting up of a central bank for Malta was one of the recommendations made by 
United Nations team of experts in January 1964. Shortly after, on 21 September 1964, 
Malta gained independence from Britain. In 1967 draft legislation for the setting up of 
the Central Bank of Malta Act was steered through parliament and was passed in 
November of the same year. The Central Bank of Malta was formally established on 17 
April 1968 by the coming into force of the Central Bank of Malta Act.

2018
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Type Gold Proof
Denomination €100
Diameter 26mm
Gross Weight 15g
Finesse 0.999
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 50



Melita bullion coins 2018

2018
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On 30 November 2018 the Central Bank of Malta, in collaboration with Lombard 
Bank plc, issued three gold bullion coins. The coins, which are legal tender in Malta, 
were issued in three different weights and denominations. 

The coins feature the figure of Melita on the reverse and the emblem of Malta on 
the obverse. They are struck in 0.999 gold (24 carats) by PAMP S.A. Mint in 
Switzerland and rank among the purest official bullion coins available worldwide.  

The figure of Melita featured on the coins is inspired by that created by the artist 
Edward Caruana Dingli for a set of postage stamps, which were issued shortly after 
Malta attained self-government in 1921. Melita is an allegorical female figure, 
representing Malta, shown wearing a classical helmet and armour and holding a 
rudder - an allusion to the fact that in 1921, with the new self-government 
constitution, Malta was perceived as taking control of her destiny.

The coins will be minted according to demand. Thus the total number of pieces 
struck may vary from year to year. Nevertheless, with the exception of the year of 
issue shown on the coin obverse, the design is intended to remain the same each 
year.

The coins are certified and housed individually in a sealed card. Each coin will have 
a unique profile that can be verified using PAMP's innovative VERISCAN bullion 
security system. Scanning, using a smartphone app, will authenticate the coin.

Type Gold bullion coin Gold bullion coin Gold bullion coin
Denomination Lm100 Lm50 Lm25
Diameter 34mm 27mm 22mm
Gross Weight 31.10g 15.55g 7.77g
Finesse 0.999 0.999 0.999
Thickness 1.78mm 1.40mm 1.06mm
Mint PAMP S.A. PAMP S.A. PAMP S.A.



Gran Carracca Sant’Anna of the Order of St John

2019
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These coins were issued under the Europa Programme with the theme 
'Renaissance' and bear the Europa Star logo.

The obverse of the coins features the coat of arms of Malta and the Europa Star 
logo. The reverse of the coins depicts the Gran Carracca Sant'Anna, a warship 
renowned for its large size and prodigious firepower. 

The carrack was one of the most influential ship designs of the Renaissance. Of 
robust construction and combining speed with manoeuvrability, carracks could 
serve as both merchant ships and warships. The Order of St John's carrack 
Sant' Anna, was launched in December 1522, at about the same time that the 
Knights lost Rhodes. This ship, the pride of the Order's navy, carried Grand 
Master Philippe Villiers de L'Isle Adam to Malta in 1530. This event marked the 
start of the Order's long sojourn on the island and the start of a new epoch in 
Maltese history.

Type Gold Proof
Denomination €50
Diameter 21mm
Gross Weight 6.50g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Noel Galea Bason
Mint Royal Dutch Mint
Mintage 400


