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1st series - Hand holding flaming torch with 
map of Malta in the background

1972

The coin depicts a hand holding a 
flaming torch with a map of Malta 
in the background. The 
symbolism of the flaming torch 
represents the quest for progress 
and a guiding light. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm5
Diameter 19mm
Gross Weight 3g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome
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1st series - Kenur, stone stove

1972

The kenur was a cooking implement made from clay or carved 
out of Maltese stone. The cooker or firebox had a hole at the 
bottom where the firewood, or coal, was placed. A grate was 
crafted at the top to allow heat to rise to cook contents in 
earthenware pots or pans. The pot was supported on the four 
raised corners of the kenur. This stone or clay hearth required 
much tending and fanning to keep the flame alive. Although 
cooking on the kenur was a slow process, it was still widely 
used until the early 20th century. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm10
Diameter 22mm
Gross Weight 6g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome



1st series - Merill, Malta's national bird

1972

Pg 3

The blue rock thrush (merill) is Malta's national 
bird. It is 20-23cm long and has a long slim bill.  
It nests in rock cavities and buildings near the 
sea, and usually lays 3-5 eggs. It eats a wide 
variety of insects in addition to berries. The male 
blue rock thrush has a blue-grey plumage and 
has a clear, melodious call. The increase of 
inhabited areas in Malta has pushed the merill to 
sea-cliff habitats. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm20
Diameter 26mm
Gross Weight 12g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome
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1st series - Statue of Neptune

1972

The bronze statue of Neptune formed part of a fountain that was erected 
in 1615 by Grand Master Adolf de Wignacourt to commemorate the 
completion of the aqueduct. It was originally located at Lascaris Wharf 
and formed part of the old fish market. A small stone cannon at the base 
of this fountain supplied water to small sea craft within the little inlet 
below the Neptune fountain, known at the time as Porto Pidocchio. The 
statue was transferred from the harbour area to the Palace courtyard of 
the Grandmaster’s Palace in Valletta in 1858 at the time of Governor 
Gaspard Le Marchant. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm50
Diameter 34mm
Gross Weight 30g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome



2nd series - Gardjola

1973

Pg 5

The gardjola refers to a stone sentry box built on top of the 
salient angle of a bastion. The gardjola enabled sentries to 
command a good view of the foot of the bastion;  through 
its loopholes the sentries could open fire without exposing 
themselves to enemy fire. The gardjola at Senglea Point, 
now considered as one of the landmarks of the Grand 
Harbour, was demolished during the Second World War 
not to hamper the field of fire of the defending guns. It was 
rebuilt after the conflict. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm10
Diameter 19mm
Gross Weight 3g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint



2nd series - Dolphin fountain, Floriana

1973
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The fountain, which is now found in St Philip's Garden in Floriana, was 
originally located in St George's Square in Valletta. The fountain marked the 
arrival of a supply of fresh water to Valletta in 1615 following the completion of 
the Wignacourt Aqueduct. This event was marked with great festivities in 
Valletta.

The fountain features a large circular basin with three smaller basins shaped 
like sea shells on top of each other, supported on a cone-shaped pedestal on 
which are sculpted three dolphins with upturned tails. The fountain was 
moved to Floriana by the British. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm20
Diameter 22mm
Gross Weight 6g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
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2nd series - Auberge de Castille

1973

When the Order of St John of Jerusalem transferred its headquarters from Vittoriosa (Birgu) to 
the new city of Valletta after the Great Siege of 1565, it was quite natural that after the 
completion of the city's fortifications, the Order should see to the building of auberges, or inns, 
for the knights who belonged to each of its eight Langues. One of these inns was the Auberge 
de Castille, Leon and Portugal.
The design of the original building, which dates to 1574, was entrusted to Girolamo Cassar, the 
renowned Maltese architect then in the service of the Order. The chosen site was particularly 
conspicuous, situated on the highest part of the Valletta land front with a commanding view of 
an extensive part of the island.
Subsequently, the Portuguese Grand Master Emanuel Pinto de Fonseca, who was fascinated 
by grandeur and had in fact included a closed crown in his coat-of-arms, considered the original 
building as unbecoming of the importance of his Langue. He thus decided that it should be 
enlarged and embellished. According to recent research, the project was entrusted to the 
architect Andrea Belli and was completed in 1744.
The result of Pinto's decision can be admired in the present symmetrical façade of the building, 
a fine example of baroque architecture and undoubtedly the most magnificent of the auberges. 
Particularly impressive is its portal, flanked by four columns and surmounted by a rich and 
varied trophy of arms and banners, and topped with the bust of Grand Master Pinto. At present 
the Auberge de Castille, as it is popularly known, houses the Office of the Prime Minister. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm50
Diameter 28mm
Gross Weight 15g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint



 

SMOM, Rome

3rd series - Centaurea, Malta's national flower

1974
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Type
Gold

19

The Centaurea is known in Maltese as 
Widnet il-Baħar. It is endemic to Malta and 
is considered to be a highly endangered 
species. It grows to a height of about 70cm 
and produces light purple flowers in  May, 
June and July. The Centaurea is normally 
found on the southern cliffs of Malta, but is 
also present in cliff areas of Gozo. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm10
Diameter 19mm
Gross Weight 3g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint



3rd series - Gozo boat

1974

Pg 9

The Gozo boat was also known as tal-latini and evolved from 
the xprunara. The two types of boats had the same hull 
construction and sail arrangement. The Gozo boat was painted 
in the traditional colours: green, blue, red and yellow. The boats 
essentially ferried passengers, beasts and merchandise 
between Malta and Gozo. A Gozo boat painted in black was 
kept for the conveyance of corpses between the two islands. A 
good and reliable service by motor-driven vessels brought 
about the demise of the traditional Gozo boat. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm20
Diameter 22mm
Gross Weight 6g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome



Type

 

3rd series - First Maltese coin

1974

Shortly after the conquest of the Maltese islands by Rome in 
218BC, local bronze coinage based on the Roman weight system 
was circulated. Malta, which formed part of the praetorship of Sicily, 
was granted the status of municipium, which meant that it could 
strike its own coinage in bronze. This coinage was in circulation for 
about two centuries. The earliest of the coin issues bore three 
Punic characters aleph, nun, nun, which are thought to be the 
ancient name of Malta. Later the coins bore the name MELITAION 
in Greek, and yet later MELITAS in Latin. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm50
Diameter 28mm
Gross Weight 15g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint SMOM, Rome
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4th series - Old Arms - Maltese falcon

1975

The Peregrine falcon (bies) used to breed freely in Malta. Its association 
with the Maltese islands is also reflected in the name of several places 
like Rdum il-Bies and Ras Il-Pellegrin. Falconry, the use of trained falcons 
to hunt other birds, was an important activity during the Middle Ages. 
Falcons trapped in Malta were held in high esteem; in fact, when Emperor 
Frederick II annexed Malta to Sicily in 1239, he sent 18 falconers to report 
on the number of falcons on the islands and how many had been caught 
in the wild during that season.

When Emperor Charles V of Spain gave Malta to the Order of St John, the 
knights were obliged to give him and his successors a live falcon each 
year. It is recorded that between 1646 and 1789, falcons were sent 
annually to the kings of France and Naples and the Kingdom of the two 
Sicilies. The role of the Grand Falconer was to prepare the falcons, to 
issue hunting licences and to determine the opening and closure of the 
hunting season. Peregrines became protected by law in 1980. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm10
Diameter 19mm
Gross Weight 3g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
Mintage 2,000
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TypeGold

4th series - Old Arms - Fresh water crab

1975

Pg 12

19

 

The Maltese freshwater crab (qabru) is endemic 
to certain areas within the Maltese Islands and is 
found in Baħrija, Mtaħleb, San Martin and 
Lunzjata Valley (Gozo), where running water is 
present all year round. This subspecies of crab is 
very rare and grows to 7-8cm. It lives near pools 
and springs, and hides under stones in the water, 
among vegetation, or by retreating into burrows, 
which it excavates in the mud or clay. It usually 
feeds on smaller animals, including snails. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm20
Diameter 22mm
Gross Weight 6g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
Mintage 2,000



4th series - Old Arms - Stone balcony

1975

Pg 13

The balcony is a characteristic feature of the Maltese 
streetscape. The first open balconies built entirely from 
stone appeared locally in medieval times. Many architectural 
historians believe that the first closed balconies were simply 
an addition to the stone parapet of the open balcony. The 
stone work later gave way to wooden panelling and evolved 
into the closed timber balcony of today. The closed timber 
balcony is believed to have originated in Valletta and its 
popularity spread from the city to the outlying villages during 
the 18th century. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm50
Diameter 28mm
Gross Weight 15g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
Mintage 2,000



5th series - Butterfly

Type Gold

1976

SMOM, Rome

19 The Maltese Swallowtail butterfly is an endemic species. It is a 
subspecies of the swallowtail butterfly and its scientific name is  
Papilio machaon melitensis. This endemic butterfly was recorded 
by Karl Esher in 1936 in his standard reference book entitled  "Die 
Rassen von Papilio Machaon L".

The swallowtail has yellow wings with black vein markings, and a 
wingspan of 65-86 mm. It is known as farfett tar-reġina (queen's 
butterfly) and its larvae normally feed on fennel and rue. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm10
Diameter 19mm
Gross Weight 3g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
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5th series - Storm Petrel

1976

Pg 15

The Storm petrel (Kanġu ta' Filfla) is a small seabird, 
which spends most of its life out at sea and comes to land 
only to breed. Storm Petrels lay a single egg per year. 
The island of Filfla is a major breeding ground for Storm 
petrels, and it is estimated that more than half of the 
entire Mediterranean population nests there. Though it is 
probable that the Storm petrel bred in other locations in 
Malta in the past, Filfla remained the ideal breeding place 
owing to the island's isolation. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm20
Diameter 22mm
Gross Weight 6g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint



5th series - Maltese door knocker

1976

Door knockers served a practical purpose, especially before the 
advent of the mechanical and electrical bell. Door knockers also 
acquired a decorative purpose, which explains why they still remain 
popular. Buildings throughout the Maltese Islands, especially in 
Mdina and Valletta, boast of some exceptionally fine examples of 
door knockers. These highly decorated and intricate works of art 
sport numerous motifs and come in all shapes and sizes. Very 
often, they reflect the personality and status of the house owner. 

Type Gold
Denomination Lm50
Diameter 28mm
Gross Weight 15g
Finesse 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint
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6th series - First Gozo coin

1977
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Shortly after the conquest of the Maltese islands by Rome in 
218BC, bronze coinage based on the Roman weight system 
was circulated in Malta, which formed part of the praetorship of 
Sicily. Malta was granted the status of municipium, which 
meant that it could strike its own coinage in bronze. This 
coinage was in circulation for about two centuries. The earliest 
of these coin issues bore three Punic characters–aleph–nun– 
nun– which are thought to be the ancient name of Malta. Later 
the coins bore the name MELITAION in Greek, and yet later 
MELITAS in Latin. At some point, Gozo also issued its own 
coinage, which bore the name GAULITON in Greek. 

Malta Mint

Type Gold BU Gold Proof
Denomination Lm25 Lm25
Diameter 22.05mm 22.05mm
Gross Weight 7.99g 7.99g
Finesse 0.916 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli/

Noel Galea Bason
Pietro Giampaoli/
Noel Galea Bason

Mint Malta Mint Malta Mint
Mintage – 515



6th series - Mnara

1977

The mnara was a medieval clay lampstand 
used to carry a number of small oil lamps to 
provide illumination in buildings. 

 
 

Type Gold BU Gold Proof
Denomination Lm50 Lm100
Diameter 28.4mm 28.4mm
Gross Weight 15.98g 15.98g
Finesse 0.916 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint Malta Mint
Mintage – 515
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6th series - Les Gavroches bronze sculpture

1977

Pg 19

The bronze sculpture Les Gavroches was made by the renowned 
Maltese artist Antonio Sciortino. This work of art, which depicts three 
poor children in tattered clothes, was inspired by Victor Hugo's novel 
"Les Miserables". Hugo describes the life of three poor street urchins 
living in the streets of Paris at the time of the 1848 revolution.  Sciortino 
made this bronze sculpture in Rome and it was brought to Malta in 1907. 
The bozzetto of the sculpture was given as a gift by the Government of 
Malta to Princess Elizabeth – later Queen Elizabeth II - when she visited 
the islands in 1951. Until some years ago, it was displayed at the Upper 
Barrakka Gardens in Valletta. 

 
 

Type Gold BU Gold Proof
Denomination Lm100 Lm100
Diameter 34mm 14mm
Gross Weight 31.96g 31.96g
Finesse 0.916 0.916
Designer Pietro Giampaoli Pietro Giampaoli
Mint Malta Mint Malta Mint
Mintage – 515


